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Suggested Requirements


for Clinical Documentation Vendors





Transcription and other clinical documentation system shall support HL7’s Clinical Document Architecture® Release 2 (CDA-R2) standard for the encoding of narrative, text-based clinical information.  More specifically, the system shall, at a minimum, support the creation and delivery of CDA-R2 compliant documents with document header information encoded using the CDA-R2 General Header Constraints Template.  





Transcription systems should create CDA-R2 documents which comply with Level 2 encoding as specified in the HL7 Implementation Guide for CDA Release 2: IHE Health Story Consolidation, Release 1.  The system is encouraged to support the creation and delivery of CDA-R2 compliant documents that include Level 3 encoding (based on the above-referenced HL7 Implementation Guides).





� HYPERLINK "http://www.hl7.org/implement/standards/product_brief.cfm?product_id=258" �http://www.hl7.org/implement/standards/product_brief.cfm?product_id=258� 














Suggested Requirements 


for Electronic Health Record System Vendors





Electronic health information system shall support HL7’s Clinical Document Architecture Release 2 (CDA-R2) standard for the encoding of narrative, text-based clinical information.  More specifically, the system shall receive, display, transform, and parse CDA-encoded clinical documents as described in the HL7 Implementation Guides for CDA-R2 for document types as specified in the HL7 Implementation Guide for CDA Release 2: IHE Health Story Consolidation, Release 1.  System shall receive, display, transform and parse CDA-R2 compliant documents with encoded headers (Level 1 encoding). 





System should process CDA-R2 compliant documents that include Level 2 encoding, and are encouraged to process CDA-R2 compliant documents that include Level 3 encoding.  Systems that support the creation of narrative clinical information shall create CDA-R2 compliant documents, consistent with the HL7 Implementation Guide for CDA Release 2: IHE Health Story Consolidation, Release 1.  





� HYPERLINK "http://www.hl7.org/implement/standards/product_brief.cfm?product_id=258" �http://www.hl7.org/implement/standards/product_brief.cfm?product_id=258� 

















The Health Story Project vision is comprehensive electronic clinical records that tell a patient’s complete health story.  Much of the information needed for patient care is locked in unstructured documents, such as transcribed notes.  Over the previous four years, Health Story worked through the HL7 International data standards organization to produce the first set of national data standards for clinical documents—use of which supports requirements for Meaningful Use of Electronic Health Records.  Until certification criteria are announced, Health Story suggests the following to help vendors and providers with adoption.
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